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Frazier and Dodd partner to strengthen local economic development 
 

Fairfield, California (Friday, June 10, 2016)—Sponsored by the City of 
Fairfield, local Assemblymembers Bill Dodd (D-Napa) and Jim Frazier (D-Oakley) 
teamed up to introduce new legislation that clarifies and strengthens the ability of 
cities and counties to invest in their own revitalization efforts. The bill, Assembly 
Bill 806 (AB 806), enables all counties and cities in California to acquire, sell, or 
lease properties to support the rehabilitation of commercial buildings and to 
create affordable housing opportunities that will become catalysts for economic 
opportunity. Currently, these transactions are limited to former Redevelopment 
Agency or “surplus” properties.  
 
In 2012, redevelopment agencies in California were eliminated as the state 
coped with massive budget deficits. With this elimination, cities lost many tools 
used by their city and county agencies to assist in targeted economic 
development efforts. These tools are critical in revitalization projects for cities, 
especially major “downtown” projects programmed throughout California. In 
Fairfield, the Heart of Fairfield Specific Plan is a project proposed in the 
downtown and West Texas Street areas that may benefit from AB 806 legislation.  
 
AB 806 will simplify the process by which local governments can “spark” 
economic growth, while keeping in place established safe-guards against any 
misuse. For example, it does not expand the powers of eminent domain.  
  
“AB 806 clarifies that cities have the power to create and provide vital economic 
development opportunities in their communities,” said Fairfield Mayor Harry 
Price. “The City of Fairfield greatly appreciates Assemblymembers Dodd and 
Frazier for jointly authoring the legislation and for their efforts to strengthen our 
local economy.”  The City is also pleased that the League of California Cities 
and the California Association for Local Economic Development support AB 
806. AB 806 is scheduled for its first committee hearing in Senate Governance 
& Finance next week.  
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For more information about Fairfield’s use of this local legislation, contact Dawn 
La Bar, legislative analyst at the City of Fairfield at (707) 428-7749. 
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